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Assistant Secretary 
Washington, DC 20590 

U S D e D O r t m e n t o f ' ' ' ' Assistant secretary 1200 New Jer_sey_Ave.̂  S.E. 

Ihinsportation 

Office of the Secretary • ' ! : '̂  
of Transportation ^ y 6 . 2009 

The Honorable Tom Harkin 
210 Walnut Street 
733 Federal Building 
Des Moines, Iowa 50309 

Dear Senator Harkin: 

Thank you for your letter of March 9 regarding essential air service (E AS) at Fort Dodge 
and Mason City, Iowa. 

We are pleased to inform you that by Order 2009-4-20, issued April 27, 2009, the 
Department selected Mesaba Aviation, Inc. d/b/a Delta Cormection, to continue providing 
EAS at Fort Dodge and Mason City, as well as Thief River Falls, MN, for a new two-year 
period through May 31, 2011. I hope you find this information helpful. 

As is our normal practice, I am placing a copy of your letter and this response in 
Docket DOT-OST-2001-10682 and Docket DOT-OST-2001-10684 as a contact outside the 
record of this matter. 

Sincerely yours, 

Christa Fomarotto 
Acting Assistant Secretary for 

Aviation and International Affairs 
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Ms. Nicole Nason 
Assistant Secretary for Governmental Affairs 
US Department of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street SW, Room 10408 
Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Ms. Nason: 

I am writing to express my support for a grant application 
submitted by Mesaba Aviation, Inc. for Essential Air Service 
(EAS) funding that will allow them to continue service to Mason 
City and Fort Dodge, Iowa. 

The EAS funding for this proposal will help insure quality 
air service to North Central Iowa for the next two years. 
Residents and businesses in the region appreciate and understand 
the critical importance of continued air service to the economic 
well being of the area as well as the important linkage it 
provides to the rest of the country and world. 

I hope you will give every consideration to this proposal. 
Please direct any correspondence regarding this matter to my 
grants office in Des Moines. Thank you for this opportunity to 
express my views. 

TH/jnm 

150 FIRST AVENUE, NE 
SUITE 370 

CEDAR RAPIDS, lA 52401 
(319) 365-4504 

210 WALNUT STREET 
733 FEDERAL BUILDING 
DES MOINES, lA 50309 

(515) 284-4574 

Sincerely, 

Tom Harkin 
United S ta tes Senator 
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